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Dear Voter,

I am standing for re-election for two main reasons; 
Firstly, the Committee for the Environment & 
Infrastructure, of which I was a member, succeeded 
in bringing to the States, and gaining its approval 
for, several important strategies. These set out 
the next steps, the Action Plans, that are to be 
developed, agreed and implemented this coming 
term. Those plans are very likely to form an integral 
part of the ‘Revive and Thrive’ Recovery Plans. 
The strategies include the Energy Policy which 
encompasses all the island’s future energy needs. 
The Committee also developed the Climate 
Change Strategy which has become an ‘umbrella’ 
policy embracing many related issues from 
reducing and offsetting our carbon emissions 
through to preserving and enhancing the island’s 
unique environment. 
The experience and knowledge I have gained 
whilst working on the strategies over the last 
four years would enable good progress to be 
made with the Action Plans for both our energy 
supplies and for our climate change measures.
Secondly, the Committee for Employment and 
Social Security, of which I was Vice-President, 
was involved in reforming the funding of 
healthcare, social care and long term care and the 
rationalisation of our Income Support system. The 
link between the two is that both are relevant to 
addressing the issues of living standards and in-
work poverty.
It is only too easy to say we must take the pressure 
off low and middle income earners but few 
constructive ideas to achieve that have been put 
forward. Small but important steps have been 
taken this term, rationalising both the system of 
Income Support, our main tool for alleviating in-
work poverty, and the funding of health and social 
care services which require high contributions 
from islanders’ income. However there is still 
a considerable way to go in addressing the 
anomalies, such as the lack of personal allowances 
when assessing social security contributions 
towards healthcare, and the too shear divide 
between those the States helps out and those it 
doesn’t.
I intend to ensure the forthcoming Tax Review 
becomes the vehicle for further, measured 
reforms, necessary to achieve a fair, efficient and 
logical system for collecting States revenues to 
fund services, in particular healthcare. 

The Economy

Maintaining our self-governing independence is 
crucial to our economy’s future.  
Economic growth cannot be allowed to benefit only 
a minority of the population. The objective should 
be improving the prosperity, in the word’s widest 
sense, of all islanders.
The States main economic role is to provide a 
stable, competitive tax structure and essential 
infrastructure, as a platform enabling the private 
sector to thrive and to develop new ideas.
The regulatory regime for our financial services 
industries should be reviewed often to ensure it is 
appropriate in rapidly changing times.
To encourage economic diversification the States 
must ensure inflexible procedures and approvals 
do not impede worthwhile, sustainable private 
enterprise initiatives.
A thriving tourist industry helps to maintain our 
air and sea links and on-island facilities such as 
Castle Cornet, the Maritime Museum, etc. It should 
receive financial assistance from the States until it 
has recovered next season.
Infrastructure is there to provide or enhance 
services, it is not an end in itself. When we do invest 
in infrastructure projects, as we must, there should 
be clear, identifiable objectives not just wishful 
thinking.
The business case for extending the runway has 
always been weak. The adoption of remote working 
practices and the pandemic’s decimation of the 
airline industry make it even weaker.
The commercialisation of publicly owned bodies 
such as Guernsey Post and Guernsey Electricity has 
proved a success and the idea should be extended 
to other such service providers.

Environment

Many important environmental issues, effecting 
the island and islanders’ future, have come 
together under our climate change policy.
Implementing the Action Plans associated with 
the States approved energy policy, climate change 
policy and the strategy for nature must be a 
priority of the next States as part of the overarching 
Recovery Plan.
The success of the Market Street pedestrianisation 
has confirmed to me that ‘small interventions’ are 
more effective than grandiose visions.
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Energy

A new electricity interconnector cable direct 
to France and large, publicly owed solar panel 
arrays, both supplying 100% renewable energy, 
would be the most effective, socially equitable 
foundations for easing the inevitable transition 
from hydrocarbon fuels.  
We are still going to be dependent upon the 
import of hydrocarbon fuels or their equivalents 
for several decades so the security of their supply 
will remain an important part of the Energy Policy 
action plans.

Waste

Our recycling schemes have come at a cost to 
islanders but their success, in reducing the amount 
of residual waste for incineration, is undeniable. 
There is a case to be made for any substantial 
increases in the fixed charge to be met from 
general revenues.
Disposing of inert waste at Longue Hougue South 
is not a good environmental option but all the 
viable alternatives have been assessed as being 
worse. 
Any future disposal of inert waste which can’t be 
re-used must be accommodated at one of our 
two remaining large quarries but that won’t be an 
option until Les Vardes becomes available for water 
storage.

Development and Planning

A re-run of the public consultation that preceded 
the Strategic Land Use Plan would reach the same 
conclusion – to preserve what is left of our open 
countryside new development should be confined, 
predominantly, to our two Main Centres and to our 
Local Centres.
The IDP includes an ‘important open land’ 
category. That is the tool which could be used to 
protect selected ‘green sites’ within and around the 
Main and Local Centres from development.

I doubt whether 3rd party planning appeals, 
currently being investigated, will deliver all their 
advocates hope for. More effective would be 
changes to the IDP, currently under review.

Education

The final decision, and it must be the final decision, 
on secondary education is awaiting the result of the 
options review.
The island is known to be too small to sustain 
a stand-alone sixth form. It has to be attached 
to another educational institution, sharing 
administration, staff and space. 
Attaching a sixth form to only one of our 11-16 
schools is unlikely to find favour with a majority 
of parents, living in the ‘wrong’ catchment areas, 
whose children would be sent to 11-16 schools whilst 
a minority attend what, in reality, is an 11-18 school 
with a large sixth form.
Whatever the option review’s conclusions we 
should not delay the rebuilding of La Mare de 
Carteret Primary School or starting work on the 
new Guernsey Institute.

Health and Social Care

The practice of giving islanders grants towards the 
purchase of health, social care and long-term care 
services from the private sector, as we do, has an 
inherent problem. It is that the grants can be wholly 
or partially absorbed into the fees islanders have to 
pay.
The ‘commissioning’ of secondary healthcare 
services from the MSG has shown the way forward 
to an alternative, mutually beneficial solution. I 
therefore fully support the Partnership of Purpose’s 
first steps towards extending ‘commissioning’ to 
primary healthcare. 

Our island deserves great leadership. We need deputies who 
will work together. Deputies who will respect a democratic 
majority. Deputies who will not stand in the way of progressive 
thinking and positive leadership. That way, our island and its 
people can ‘move forward together’.



In my 2016 manifesto I identified the biggest single 
funding anomaly as the splitting of health and 
care funding, with no real justification, between 
tax and social security contributions. It was never 
efficient for the Committee for Health & Social 
Care (CfHSC) to waste time negotiating with two 
Committees that each held a separate purse.
The States agreeing to combine the funding of 
health and social care into one pot was a small but 
important step in the right direction.

Housing

The Housing Strategy Programme Board, on 
which I sat, has embarked on investigating, and 
finding practical solutions to, a wide range of issues 
including key-worker housing, housing standards, 
the private rental sector, etc.
It is generally agreed that any attempt by the States 
to subsidise first time buyers inevitably will be 
inflationary. There is no gain in helping someone to 
purchase if in doing so you are making it harder for 
that buyer’s brother or sister in five years time.
A condition of any States financial support for the 
private sector’s development of Leale’s Yard should 
be the provision of a high proportion of affordable 
housing.
In the meantime I will support the GHA which 
has done an excellent job of providing attractive, 
energy efficient, partial ownership and rental 
homes.

Political and Parochial Experience

2003 -   
Procureur of the Poor, St Pierre du Bois
2004 - 2006: 
Parish Constable, St Pierre du Bois
2007 - 2019:
Douzenier, St Pierre du Bois
2008 - 2010:
Chairman of the Guernsey Douzaine Council
2012 - 2018:
 Chairman of the Guernsey Douzaine Council
2008 - 2012:
States Deputy for the West Electoral District.
- Treasury & Resources Department
- States Assembly & Constitution Committee
- Health & Social Services Department (2011-2012)
2016 - 2020:
States Deputy for the West Electoral District.
- Committee for Employment & Social Security
-  Committee for the Environment & Infrastructure.
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For further information

Visit: www.shanelanglois.com
Email: s_langlois@me.com

  twitter.com/ShaneLanglois
  facebook.com/Shane.L.Langlois


